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" No, Master."

" Did you hear the thunderclap which rocked the earth ? "

" No, Master. It was perfectly quiet when I came in."
She looked guiltily to the floor. " The saucer slipped out of
my hand and broke, Master."

I looked out of the casement into the courtyard. I saw
the gatekeeper who had shown me the way into the study
of the physician. He was not a day older.

Gradually, I understood.

I looked at the girl and laughed. " I was asleep. Now
I understand. I must have dreamt,"

" How could you have been asleep, Master ? I was away
only a second,"

I pinched one of her breasts which plunged forward
roguishly.

Her face flushed.

" I brought you your cloak and hood, Your Highness/' she
stammered.

She bent to tie my sandals. She felt my calves, her hands
pressing, gripping,

" Master," she whispered.

She threw her arms round my waist like birds.

I lifted her chin and looked into her eyes. Was it she whom
I had possessed for thousands of years crowded into one
second ?

There was something in her voice, in the texture of her skin,
in her eyes, which reminded me of Allatu and set my blood
afire,

I raised her in my arms and carried her to the couch.
Into one embrace, one passionate kiss I squeezed an
eternity.

The girl fell asleep.   I placed a ring with three rubies
upon her finger and, covering my head with my hood, I
left.
When I reached my palace I sent a casket of jewels with a